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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1, 85(a). . 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawlng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3, 4, 15, 16, 33-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

■ Claims 3, 4, 35, 36, "substantially free" is a relative term which renders the 
claim indefinite. The term is not defined by the claim, the specification does 
not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. 

■ Claims 15, 41, 49, 50, "substantially devoid" is a relative term which renders 
the claim indefinite. The term is not defined by the claim, the specification 
does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. 

■ Claims 16, 33, "recognizably similar" is a relative term which renders the 
claim indefinite. The term is not defined by the claim, the specification does 
not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. 
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■ Claim 32 sets forth a system (apparatus) claim, yet it is not clear what 

disclosed structure is responsible for the means for making advertising in the 
magazine available to advertisers desiring to offer products. An invitation or 
the opportunity to sign up for advertising does not appear to represent 
structure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsuchida (JP 2001357142 A). Tsuchida teaches a system and method for providing 
content in a publication that includes including selected content from an online forum. 
Posters to the forum are put on notice (permission) that the content they provide to the 
online forum may be used In the publication. Any readable format printed in the 
magazine is taken to be recognizably similar (i.e. readable) to that in the forum. It is 
well known that publications are subsidized by advertising and it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to have provided advertising 
that is related to the theme/content of the publication. The particular theme/industry is 
not a patentable distinction and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the 
time of the invention to have provided content for publications of any theme, including 
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dentistry. Tsuchida does not appear to mention any costs for posting to the forum and it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to have 
provided the forum for free in order to attract the most content. Official Notice is also 
taken that magazines, especially trade journals are provided to customers for free, 
subsidized by advertising. It is also well known for online forums to require registration 
and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
have restricted registration to those users having qualifying knowledge in the subject 
area so as to avoid spam and other unwanted postings. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to have selected the most popular forum 
threads for inclusion in the publication in order to provide a popular publication. 
Applicant's claimed features regarding forum properties (screen names, avatars, post 
numbers, etc) that are included in the magazine are taken to be standard information 
elements captured and presented by most online forum systems - including "Ultimate 
Bulletin Board" apparently put to use by the applicant and would be obvious to include 
when printing forum posting content in the magazine for full disclosure and interest. 
The particular format and shading techniques used in the publication are taken to be 
mere decorative design choices and are not given substantial patentable weight. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey D. Carlson whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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6716. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8a-5:30p, (work from home 
on Thursdays). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571)272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jeffrey D. Carlson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3622 
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